loved him for his affable temperament and respected him for his total
dedication to scholarly pursuits. He was considered an 'uncommon
boy/ John Parnel I described him thus in a letter to the widow of Jones:

He gave very early proof of his possessing very extraordinary
abilities . . His time being employed to his study, prevented
him joining those plays and amusements which occupied the
time of his other school fellows.7

His teacher, Dr. Sumner, who succeeded Dr Thackeray as the
Headmaster at Harrow, used to say that his pupil knew more Greek
than himself and indeed Jones's reputation was so great that he was
referred to as the Great Scholar. Tuition under Dr Sumner satisfied both
master and pupil, and continued till he was seventeen years of age. To
this early period belong the Odes written by him in imitation of Cicero
and other classical poets. It was then decided that he should be admitted
to one of the universities. This decision, however, was taken notwithout
considerable hesitation: for, some of the legal friends of Mrs Jones had
suggested to her that William should be placed under a leading lawyer
to receive training for the legal profession and had assured her that the
rare brilliance and uncommon industry of her son would ensure the
acquisition of wealth and fame. But, somehow, law attracted William
Jones but little; and he had "no inclination to renounce his Demosthenes
and Cicero for the pleadings in Westminster-Hall/'8 His own
disinclination was strengthened by the advice of Dr. Sumner that he
should pursue university studies for some time. The exiguous means of
Mrs Jones, which could not provide the funds for a legal education,
clinched the issue finally. The choice of a university was again a matter
of discussion and at last Oxford was preferred. Mrs Jones readily
approved her son's decision and agreed, as desired by him, to stay with
him at the University. Accordingly, he moved to Oxford in the spring
of 1764 for the purpose of matriculating and entering college.

At Harrow, William Jones left a name that was long remembered.
Dr Sumner used to cite him often as an ornament to the school and as a
model for other alumni. Indeed, the talents of Jones were varied and
rare. He distinguished himself by his classical scholarship and his flair
for creative composition. His declamations were delivered in a masterly
manner. He had, besides, pleasing manners and never wore an air of
conceit before his colleagues, although every one of them was

7  lbid,p.21
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